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complained that many favourable moments had been lost by the reluctance of Germany to abet his plans, and Moltke agreed that waiting for Russia to complete her plans would be as dangerous for Germany as for Austria-Hungary.
The Kaiser and the "Inevitable War"
The Kaiser, who had resisted these ideas up to the end of the London Conference, began to waver soon afterwards. From this rime onwards, the fear of Russia seemed most to weigh with him, and he talked gloomily of the " inevitable war between East and West/' Slav and Teuton. The Austrians now plied him with the argument that the fortunes of Germany were indissolubly bound up with those of Austria-Hungary, and that Austria's favourable moment would also be Germany's last chance of settling with Russia before she became irresistible. Russia, they pointed out, had elaborate plans for strategic railways on her western frontier—plans which could only be aimed at Germany—and a new scheme which would obviate the delays in mobilization, which were now her chief weakness. To wait until these were completed would be to play into the hands of Russia. It followed on this line of reasoning that it was not Germany's interest to prevent Austria-' from asserting her authority over Serbia- for fear a war with Russia should result, but rather to welcome the opportunity which would thus be provided for both Germany and Austria to setde accounts with Russia while she was still unprepared.
The Kaiser saw Conrad at the Austrian manoeuvres in September, and a few weeks later paid a visit to Vienna. There on October 26 he visited Berchtold, the Austrian Foreign Secretary, and, according to the latter's account, gave him carte blanche for a forward Austrian policy against Serbia. Berchtold reports him as having said, " Whatever issues from the Vienna Foreign Office shall be to me a command." Conrad and Berchtold, the Kaiser decided, should have no more I             reason to complain that their " favourable moments" were
lost and their policy thwarted by the opposition of Berlin, The work of the London Conference was thus undone in an ;             hour, and the tendencies making for war wer^ re-established
in a more dangerous, because underground, channel,
